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P-16 Testing Occupational Therapy Students’ Clinical Reasoning and Skills

OKaoruInoue 1) Yu Ishibashi 1) Atsuko Tanimura 1)
1) Tokyo Metropolitan University

keywords: Occupational Therapy students Education Evaluation

[Introduction]

We have created tests to evaluate clinical reasoning and
skills of Occupational Therapy (OT), which is part of the
training program to improve OT students’ abilities.
[Method]

At the beginning 6 volunteers, who were Occupational
Therapists and instructors, contributed to this project. We
asked their ideas how to evaluate OT students’ clinical
reasoning and skills. Then we analyzed their ideas and
classified them into four categories, which helped us
determine all the necessary questions for this exam. We
carried out this research after getting permission from our
university. All the participants agreed with the terms and
conditions.
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[Results]

Our volunteers considered that OT students should be
familiar with following cases: 17 cases with physical
disorders, 6 cases with psychiatry disorders, 5 cases with
seniors ete.. For the contents of testing, our participants
found the following cases most essential: how to evaluate
and respond to clients (16 cases), how to interview, observe,
and examine clients (13 cases), manner and
communications skills (3 cases) etc..

[Discussion]

The instructors found it necessary to carry out tests based
on actual case studies because they consider clinical
reasoning very important. The results showed that some
instructors think testing OT students’ social manner and
communication skills is essential.
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